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SKYLINE OUTDOORS    IN THIS ISSUE    JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2018  

The outdoors at Skyline continue to mark the 
featured grounds of our Monte Tavor nature 
based educational program. Skyline has 
provided the current children a magnificent 
opportunity to run wild and free. Children’s 
schedules and activities continued 
uninterrupted and tuned in with the season. 
The rain and fog that came along, late 
November to early December, was very 
much appreciated. The tall windows and 
glass doors allowed toddlers and 
preschoolers to witness how heavy rain can 
fall at times. Watching playback of the 
droplets pounding against the deck was 
fascinating to the children, even several days 
after the storm had passed. From the 
library/music room, we watched fog flow in 
from below the Leona Canyon and slowly 
engulf the trees and trails. Leaving what 
would have been a grassy hillside an endless 
blanket of light grey clouds.  

Follow the Water from the Brook to the Ocean, 
has recently become one of the favored 
books. It is a beautiful book illustrating the 
course of water after it rains; ultimately 
leading back to the Ocean. While it rained 
and during circle time we had discussions on 
illustrations of the creation and life cycle of 
fog. Some of the inquiries about fog were: 

How it is formed? What does it look like? 
What does it smell like? Why trees need it?   

Check out the Pictures 

View our web galleries from time to time for 
pictures from both sites. Check out the 
parents’ app for group or individual pictures 
this upcoming week!! 

Photo Gallery 

More fun activities at Skyline 

Children continue to help feed and collect 
the eggs from the hens. Taking the tricycles 
and mobile vehicles to La Bajada continue to 
be a fun activity. New adventures include 
exploring the onsite hiking trails and going to 
run, exercise, play ball, roll, tumble and play 
at the lower grassy area.   

Emergent themes are synchronized with the 
Laguna location activities. (Read on the 
following pages). 

 

The Chicken Coop 
Collecting the eggs from the hens. Who said it is not 
brave to walk into the chicken coop for a better look at 
the hens? 

 

Collecting the Eggs 
Children find and collect three eggs daily. Diego and 
Mayla enjoy finding them in the wooden coop. 

Outdoors at Skyline 
 

https://www.montetavor.com/gallery
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There were plenty of opportunities for 
learning this season. Beginning with fall 
festivities, where we learned about fall 
harvest and what was in season. One 
example being Pumpkins. We learned how to 
grow them, how they are consumed, 
different types and names of pumpkins, and 
their growing cycle.  

During Thanksgiving, children made crafts 
and were given opportunities to express and 
reflect on what they were thankful for. They 
were thankful for their parents, teachers, 
friends and pets. Others expressed that were 
thankful for being nice to their friends. Many 
decorated, painted and colored turkeys 
during crafts activities.  

December arrived and due to weather, we 
had to postpone “The Apple Orchard” event. 
We are waiting for spring to bring this theme 
back, so children can learn the many 
different things there is to know about 
Apples. The different kinds there are, how 

they smell, how they grow, and what they 
can be used to make, such as pies and cider. 

           PARENT PARTICIPATION 

It was wonderful to see parents 
participate in seasonal themes, we 
hope that next year we have more 
parents presenting about winter 
holiday celebrations such as 
Kwanza, Hanukah, Christmas and 
other cultural celebrations. 

PARENTS WHO WOULD LIKE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE PARENT ACTIVITY 
THEMES SHOULD CHECK OUT OUR 
ONLINE CALENDAR. I.E., BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH, VALENTINE’S DAY, CHINESE NEW 
YEAR, SAINT PATRICK’S DAY. LET US 
KNOW IF WOULD LIKE TO PUT TOGETHER 
AN ACTIVITY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emergent Theme is our interest based 
learning that takes place all year long. 
There is not a lesson plan around it, 
until after children or teachers find an 
opportunity for learning and 
discussion. Rain in January has brought 
inquiry based learning about bugs and 
insects outdoors; specifically earth 
worms and beetles found underneath 
wood chips. Children ages 15 months 
and older have participated in these 
activities at both locations. Rain has 
also allowed for older children to learn 
about weather forecasting and rain 
cycles through different illustrations 
and fun informational books. 
Questions they formed were: What do     

they eat? Where can they be found? 
What color are they? Where are their 
eyes? 

 

If you dare to pick one up, how do they feel in 
your hands? 

Opportunities for 

Learning 

Teaching Emergent Themes   
 

Earth worms observation and 
discussion. (Laguna) 

Looking for beetles and earth worms. 
(Laguna) 
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    Outdoor Activities 

CAR PAINTING ACTIVITY 

 

Playing Outdoors 
Toddlers outdoors after circle time. (Laguna) 

 

Group Play 
The socio- emotional component for children in group 
play help them not only understand others and build 
friendships, but also serve as a venue to build empathy 
and respect toward others. (Laguna) 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Check our website for the next round of 
conferences held every four months. 

CONFERENCES BEGIN 2/12/2018 
SCHEDULER click here 

Observation reports and assessments are a 
great way for parents to know where their 
children may be marking and what they are 
doing year round. 

Our entire approach is based on the four 
developmental areas of socio emotional, 
language, cognitive, and physical motor 
skills. Each helping us understand and get to 
know the individual child better. 

The different checklists and observational 
sheets help teachers and providers 
understand the areas that need 
improvement. The areas involve language 
acquisition (English and Spanish), gross 
motor skills (ability to walk, run, climb and 
play sports), fine motor skills (the ability to 
paint, draw and write), sharing (the ability to 
ask for a turn and to ask a teacher for help), 
and confidence in growing abilities (Are 
children able to express their feelings 
without being shy? Do they feel proud of 
their own accomplishments?) 

Temperaments Traits checklist is completed 
by the time your child is 2- 2 ½ years old. 
This checklist alone provides much 
information that helps us put together 
activities and learning exposures for children 
who, for example, may need more peer 
interaction to help cope with behavioral 
concerns or more active reading for 
developing language and gaining language 
comprehension skills. These language skills 
help children better cope with sharing and 
communicating wants and needs. The list 
provides nine different temperament traits 
that helps us understand the individual child. 
The observational summary reports keep 
track of how your child and group is learning 
in the mentioned developing areas. 

Afterwards, other checklists follow each 
school year, checking cognitive logical 
thinking skills and problem solving, language 
and expression component, the socio-
emotional ability to feel confident and in 
control of emotions, and the physical motors 
divided into two sections; the gross and fine 
motors. 

 

                        Mobile Infants 
Mouthing toys are necessary in order for the 
Sensory motor stage to take place in infants. 
“During the sensorimotor stage of human 
development, children understand the world 
through their senses, so they put all types of 
objects in their mouths, shake rattles repeatedly 
to make sounds and press buttons to turn lights 
on and off. They only use their sensory 
perceptions and motor activities to explore and 
understand the world.” Jean Piaget’s Theory. 

 

PARENTS ENCOURAGING 

It is highly recommended for parents to get 
involved by encouraging their children to play 
with instruments, listen to music and 
participate in singing activities at home. This 
will help children become more involved during 
these activities at school and more likely to 
participate confidently without being shy. 

Observational Summary Reports  
 

Young infants’ sensory 
motor play. (Laguna) 

https://www.montetavor.com/parent-conferences
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Exploring the Areas 
Laguna has plenty areas to explore with 
different surfaces to play on. Children 
are playing during an uplifting run, after 
a rainy morning. They could not wait to 
be outside.  

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Play 
Unstructured play, allowing children to come 
up with creative games while running with 
one another in an open space. 

 

Nature Teaching Children 
Senses are more in contact when exposed to 
nature. These two toddlers are 
experimenting what it feels like to touch 
wood chips and soil, while looking for earth 
worms and beetles.  See how focused they 
are on their search. Little scientist in action! 

 

       Learning through play  
When infants begin crawling and moving around, 
exploring becomes a whole new approach to 
learning. Children no longer need to be prompted 
or carried from area to area to play, but can now 
make it there themselves! 

Learning regardless 
of Age 
The different age groups work on an appropriate 
age curriculum. Graduates learning to print and 
follow directions on work book activities, young 
toddlers on building fine motors while stacking 
Legos and infants developing their senses and 
gross motor skills.  
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Preschoolers returning from a hike 
exploration along the property trails 
(Above). La Bajada known to be a 
thrill for tricycle and scooter riders. 
(Below). 

 

 

 

 

  

Skyline’s Onsite Hikes and 
La Bajada 
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Important 
Announcements  

Attendance 

Signing your child in and out 
is a very important detail 
that every parent should 
continue to do upon arrival 
and upon leaving the 
premises. 

Downloading the app on 
your phone, using the QR 
Code Key Card or using your 
Digit PIN Code are the three 
ways to sign your children in 
and out. Please contact us 
immediately if you are 
missing any of these three 
methods.  

Children who are not 
properly signed in for the 
day and whose photo, video 
and note release have been 
signed will not be able to 
receive pictures, videos or 
messages during the day as 
the system will consider your 
child absent.  

Make sure that the number 
of days your child attends is 
confirmed. (3, 4 or 5 days) A 
charge for extra days will be 
applied on days not 
scheduled. Make sure your 
hours of attendance are 
within the agreed hours. 
Example: 7-5, 7:30-5:30, 8-6 
PM or our extended hours 7-

6 PM (approval is required 
for an additional cost of 
$40.00 per week). Late pick 
up for anyone arriving after 
their scheduled time has 
expired is $3.00 per minute.  

Wipes 

Please remember to bring 
wipes according to the 
frequency you are assigned 
(once a month, every other 
month, or every 3 months). 
*One bag a month- infants 
and non-potty trained 
children. *One bag every 
other month-recently potty 
trained children and children 
under 4 years of age. *One 
bag every 3 months-children 
who have been potty 
trained, go to the potty on 
their own and children older 
than 4 years old. Wipes are 
essential, so please 
remember to bring them. 
Make sure to ship them with 
your child’s name to 3516 
Laguna Ave. Oakland, CA 
94602. Thank you! 

 

Immunization Records 

In order for children to attend 
child care and preschool, they will 
need be immunized and up to 
date with their vaccines.  

Please bring us the most updated 
copy of your child’s immunization 
records, every time your child 
receives a vaccination.  

 

Monte Tavor’s Days Closed 

Teachers Observation Day, 
CLOSED 

 Friday February 2, 2018  
 
Presidents Day  
CLOSED 
Monday February 19, 2018  
 
Spring Break (3 days) 
CLOSED 
Wednesday-Friday March 28-30  
 
Memorial Day  
CLOSED 
Monday May 28, 2018  
 
Spring Break (2 days) 
CLOSED 
Thursday-Friday May 31-June 1 

 

CONFERENCES 

Check our website for the next round of 
conferences held every four months. 

CONFERENCES BEGIN 2/12/2018 
SCHEDULER CLICK HERE  

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.montetavor.com/parent-conferences
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Monte Tavor would like to thank Ms.Victoria for her work and dedication for the past four ½ years. She has 
decided to return as a full time nanny. We also wish Elsy and Ms. Marisol the best during their maternity 
leaves. We are happy to have Ms.Consuelo back from her maternity leave. We would like to introduce the 

following teachers in training who have recently joined our team as of January 2018.  

Monte 
Tavor 

Newsletter 

3516 Laguna Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94602 

 

     

 
 

Monte Tavor Preschool Laguna    and   Monte Tavor Skyline Site 
3516 Laguna Avenue Oakland Ca 94602                    13463 Skyline Blvd Oakland Ca 94619 
 
 

 

 

New Staff  

Kenia Valdez 
A student at Merritt 
College pursuing a 
degree in Psychology.  

Yeni Vasquez 
Worked as a teacher 
assistant with infants 
and toddlers.  

Jennifer Vera  
A current student 
majoring in child 
development.  

Best way to get in contact with  

Monte Tavor is by calling or texting 

(510) 967-2876.  

E-mailing 
montetavor.comunications@gmail.com 
is another great way to get in contact 
with us during business hours.  

Voice messages may not be listened to 
immediately.   

https://www.montetavor.com/copy-of-events?lightbox=dataItem-j98npdbr
mailto:montetavor.comunications@gmail.com

